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Download the free 7.3 iTunes program from www.apple.com/itunes/ and install. Now, all you need is an mp3 player, and you’re all set to download podcasts and listen to them on the go.

When you first open iTunes, click on the “Podcast Directory” at the bottom next to “Report a Concern.” That actually takes you to the Apple Store. In the upper left corner is a magnifying glass and a space to search for a word or phrase. Type in “computer.” The Apple logo in the top center area changes to a candy cane-striped bar as it searches. The bar will turn solid and display the results: Name, Time, Artist, Album, Price, Popularity and Genre. 

Next to the name is a grayed-out circle with an arrow in it. This leads to more information about the podcast. It includes a description, user reviews, a list of the last 20 podcasts and a list of 5 “Listerners also subscribed to.” 

Headings are sortable by clicking on them, so if you click on Price, all the free ones appear at the top.

Some of the stuff is pretty explicit, that’s why they call it the “wild, wild web.” Podcasts are labeled “clean,” “explicit,” or blank which means the rating hasn’t been determined.

I look to see how often and consistently the podcast occurs (some really good ones haven’t been updated since 2006), check customer comments, and the “Also subscribed to” list.

If you want to subscribe, simply click on the “subscribe” button. To go back where you were, under the Apple logo on the left is a small button with a left pointing twirly. Click on this to get back.

After downloading podcasts, connect your mp3 player to a USB cable and right click on the file. Select “Send to” and click on the drive letter of the mp3 player to transfer podcasts to it from your computer. 

Besides the iTunes Podcast Directory, you can find podcasts of Computer America shows at www.businesstalkradio.net/weekday_ host/Archives/cc.shtml and National Public Radio at www.npr.org/rss/podcast/podcast_directory.php.

There are even locally-produced user group podcasts. The Los Angeles Computer Society has podcasts of their main meetings at www.lacspc.org/podcast/Archive.html

You don’t have to have an mp3 player to listen to podcasts, though. If you left-click on the mp3 title, it plays right in your browser. Or, if you right-click on the title, select “Save Link As,” and you can save it to a directory on your computer.  

Besides playing podcasts in mp3 players and browsers, mp3 files on your hard drive can be burned to a CD. Then, you can play them in your car. Just burn them as a music CD instead of a data CD. 
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